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Dear Friends of CC,
This spring we will graduate our 108th 

class at Catholic Central High School. Since 
before the invention of instant coffee, color 
photography, and the modern zipper, we’ve 
been educating students in spirit, mind, and 
body. We are so proud of our alumni who have 

built our reputation of producing competent and compassionate 
graduates who excel in higher education, the workplace, and within 
their communities, and who are ministers of the Gospel by word 
and example.

Our alumni are a vast source of energy, advocacy, and support 
for the future of Catholic Central High School. Perhaps 
unbeknown to you, all graduates of CC are members of our 
alumni association, The Pride. Through reunions, special events, 
publications and correspondences, The Pride seeks to enrich 
relationships between you, the alumni, and the school – all to 
preserve and strengthen our Mission for the benefit and support 
of future Cougars.

And that support for the school comes in many forms – all of 
which are important. While financial contributions are necessary 
and deeply appreciated, we are also grateful for your advocacy, 
your prayers, and your expertise in improving our school. You 
are able to generate invaluable word-of-mouth marketing among 
your social and professional networks. And, through your 
engagement, Catholic Central will continue to benefit from your 
skills and experience.

A perfect example of this potential is when two alumni – 
Brendan O’Driscoll (’84) and Kevin Polakovich (’89) – recently 
sought to use their successful business, Treadstone Funding, to 
introduce Catholic Central to area realtors through a Realtor 
Breakfast. The purpose of the event was simple: to inform local  
realtors of the value of our education, giving agents self-assurance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
to advise their clients of our school with correct information. 
It’s important for any family, new to town or those relocating 
within Kent County, to have the confidence to purchase a home 
within a 30 minute radius of downtown knowing there is an 
outstanding educational option at 319 Sheldon Blvd.

The program featured the Capella Choir, testimonials from 
alumni, the school’s video, a student address, a Q/A session, and a 
tour of the facilities. The Treadstone office was able to attract over 
40 real estate agents to the event, all of whom learned about the 
exciting and transformative happenings at CC. My hope is that 
the positive energy at the conclusion of the event will permeate 
the realtors’ business practices, as well as ripple further into a wider 
audience of families considering their options for high school. 

Brendan and Kevin offer just one example of the many, many 
ways our alumni serve and support Catholic Central all year 
long. We – the administration, teachers, staff, current students 
and families – appreciate all you do to spread our good word, 
and, more importantly, His Word. 

The foundation of our Catholic faith truly is what makes a 
CC education unique and it is what will continue to elevate and 
inspire our graduates throughout their lives. I know the Class of 
2014 will follow in the footsteps of the 107 before them, living 
lives of faith, leadership, and service. Thank you for continuing 
to support them and our school in this important mission.

In Christ,
Greg Deja

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, 

implored your help, and sought your intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto you, 

O Virgin of virgins, my mother! To you I come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. 

O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in your mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

Memorare

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW?

Mr. James Wisnewski (Mr. Jim) 
CC ’60
Years at CC: 1966–2006 
Subjects: Art, Religion

Former art and religion teacher “Mr. Jim” Wisnewski has a 
passion for art. For family. For travel. In fact, when you talk to 
him, you learn he has a passion for everything he does. So what is 
he doing since retiring from Catholic Central?

Probably his most recent accomplishment has been to write 
a book, The First 100 Years: A Story of Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Belmont, Michigan. Begun in 2012 to 
commemorate the church’s centennial this year, the book became 
available this May.

At the same time, he is readying a work of art to enter in 
ArtPrize 2014 coming up in September. He has entered the 
contest four of its previous five years, producing sculpture 
and paintings with a religious theme. “The Way of the Cross,” 
composed of 27 individual paintings, and an 8-ft sculpture of 
John the Baptist are just two examples. Primarily a sculptor, he 
also paints, does graphic art, multi-media and printmaking. 

Then there is travel, including a 2012 trip to the Holy Land with 
his wife, CC alumna Marie (Godleski), also of the CC class of  
1960. It was their second trip there. The couple has been married 50 
years and travels a great deal, including taking in much of Europe.

One of Mr. Wisnewski’s more ambitious undertakings: With 
help from family and some CC students, he rebuilt the family 
home as a log cabin using logs from huge red pines that grew 
from the seedlings he had planted as a kid on his uncle’s property 
at Fife Lake. The rebuilt home has an open floor plan that today 
accommodates the Sunday gatherings of the family – sometimes 
all 29 of them. 

That big family is another of his passions. “We have eight 
children and 13 grandchildren,” he relates. “All our kids went to 
Catholic Central or West Catholic. Out here in Belmont most kids 
go to West Catholic, as our first three did. But daughter Becky 

wanted to go to CC with me. That turned the tide and the rest 
went to school there.” Now many Wisnewski grandchildren attend 
Catholic schools in the area, including two currently attending CC. 

Today, many family members are involved in different aspects 
of the art world, and two daughters have followed in Dad’s 
footsteps: Mrs. Lisa Nawrocki WC ’82 teaches fine art at West 
Catholic, while Mrs. Sara Olson CC ’88 teaches fine art at 
Catholic Central. “The community spirit at CC is great, and 
the long tradition, too,” says Mr. Jim. “Teaching art, you have 
some kids for three or four years. You really get to know them. 
Hopefully I made a difference in some lives.” 

Many staff and students have walked the halls 

of Catholic Central over the last 100-plus years. 

Ever wonder what happened to some of those 

people or teachers you knew “back in the day?” 

Here are stories of three teachers and three 

alums to satisfy your curiosity.

“Hopefully I made a difference in some lives.”  
– Mr. Jim

“Catholic Central has an amazing faculty and 

great students.” – Michelle Anderson

Ms. Michelle Anderson 
CC ’90
Years at CC: 1996–2006 
Subjects: History, Sociology, World Cultures, Geography

Ms. Michelle Anderson “absolutely loved” her time at Catholic 
Central – as a student and as a faculty member.

“CC has amazing faculty and great students,” she says. “There 
are so many things to mention: the collegiality of the faculty; 
we worked so well together, especially in the social studies 
department. I could go to anyone at any time for help, advice 
... we shared ideas, lesson plans.” Another factor in her positive 
experience as a teacher here: “Catholic Central has motivated 
students – most of them want to be there and aspire to do well.” 
The community and culture at Catholic Central are known for 
being nurturing and supportive as well. “The administration and 
parents always supported me. I can’t tell you how helpful it is to 
have involved and supportive parents.”

During her 10 years at CC, Ms. Anderson taught honors 
world history, United States history, world history, world cultures, 
geography and Michigan history. She was the student activities 
advisor, worked with the cheer team and acted as assistant 
varsity softball coach. She also founded the student volunteer 
organization HOPE (Helping Out People Everywhere) which still 
functions today, headed up by Mrs. Kris DeYoung.

It seemed all was well with Ms. Anderson and Catholic 
Central. So why did she leave?

Mr. Jim Wisnewski, with his iconic tweed sport 

coat, loves to travel with his wife Mary.



6 7

ALUMNI NEWS   SPRING 2014 ALUMNI NEWS   SPRING 2014

Mrs. Mary Moore 
Years at CC: 1993–2002
Subjects: English, Honors English, Speech

English Department icon of the ’90s, Mrs. Mary Moore left 
Catholic Central in 2002. You get the feeling however, that 
she’d still be there if she could. “Jim O’Donnell was principal 
then, and Sister Irene Mary McDonnell was head of the English 
Department. I love both of them!” she says. 

Clearly she also loved her work at Catholic Central.
“I taught sophomore honors and regular English, and speech. 

In English we read To Kill a Mockingbird – my favorite novel of 
all time – The Crucible, The Grapes of Wrath, and several other 
pieces of great literature.” Speech classes were also an exciting 
experience. “I could tell so many good stories about speeches that 
were given! Creativity ran very, very high in those classes. The 
kids were smart, funny, sometimes difficult, but always charming 
– and bursting with potential.”

She goes on: “One thing surprised me when I started at CC. 
Having taught previously in public schools, I thought school 
spirit was dead. Not so – it was Cougar time all the time!”

“I’ve been gone 12 years and I really, really miss the place,” she says. 

 
 
 
 

Health problems caused Mrs. Moore to leave teaching at the end of 
school that year, but she says she felt sustained in a time of  
need. “The kids and the staff were unbelievably supportive. Steve 
Passinault was principal by then, and he was extremely kind to me.”

What is she doing these days? “I am doing very well now, 
health wise. I walk a lot and have a wonderful dog, Wallace 
(for Ben and Rasheed, the former Detroit Pistons players), who 
enjoys it as much as I do,” she says. 

She does a lot of reading, too, and ever the literature teacher, she 
adds parenthetically, “May I recommend Flight Behavior by Barbara 
Kingsolver?” She also spends quite a bit of time with her 9-year-old 
granddaughter and takes part in Befriender Ministry at her church. 
“It’s a listening ministry – kind of a ‘bridge over troubled water’ for 
people who are going through a hard time,” she notes. 

“I still hang out with a few retired CC teachers, but there 
are quite a few others I would love to see again,” she says. And 
finally: “I am also lucky to be married for 40 years to the best 
guy in the world!”

“I started thinking about what else in life I wanted to do,” 
she muses. A friend who was working on his doctorate at the 
University of Michigan encouraged her to look into furthering 
her schooling. “I thought about what it might be like on the 
other side,” – the teaching of teachers – “and I thought that was 
something I could do. So I challenged myself to do it.”

So at the end of the 2006 school year she left her job, packed 
up her life and moved to Pennsylvania on a “new adventure.” 
She enrolled in a full-time doctoral program at the University of 
Pittsburgh. In 2011 Ms. Anderson finished the program, earning 
the title of Doctorate of Education (Ed. D.), Social Studies 
Education, from the Department of Instruction and Learning.

The next step was to secure a position. With her parents 
still in Grand Rapids, she thought she’d like a small college or 

university “anywhere between my brother (Dan Anderson ’96) 
in Milwaukee and my sister (Jessica Anderson ’97) in Boston.” 
She landed at Felician College – “The Franciscan College of New 
Jersey” – seven miles outside New York City and very close to her 
sister and nieces. 

Over the last five years she has taught graduate and 
undergraduate students at the college. She also has facilitated 
professional development sessions for local schools and presented 
at national and state conferences on the topics of differentiated 
instruction, assessment, and integrating social studies with the 
Common Core ELA standards. What does she do in her spare 
time? Says Ms. Anderson: “I volunteer with the Montclair Film 
Festival where I co-chair the student filmmaking competition.” 

Where is he now? Where he’s been for more than 60 years – at the helm of the 
family business, Sullivan’s Carpet & Furniture. “The largest stock of carpet of 
any one store in the world,” says Bob “Sully” Sullivan ’47.
 Yes, he still goes to work every day. “As long as my mind and body are OK, I 
thought I should continue,” he says when asked about plans to retire. 
 The longtime entrepreneur and businessman served on the Grand Rapids 
Zoning Board and the Planning Commission for more than 25 years, most 
of the time as chairman. He is also a philanthropist, giving scholarship funds 
“to all the local colleges for the last 20 years.” 
 For 40 years his baseball team the “Sullivans,” created in 1953, 
dominated amateur league play in the U.S., winning the National Baseball 
Congress World Title four times. More than 50 major leaguers played for 
the team in their early careers including such Detroit Tiger greats as Al 
Kaline, Willie Horton and Kirk Gibson. Sullivan also was a scout for the 
Tigers during his baseball career. 
 Sullivan was most recently in the news in December 2013 when 
he became the 14th recipient of the Gerald R. Ford Award from the 
Michigan Sports Hall of Fame. All told, he has been elected to five 
sports halls of fame: National Baseball Congress Hall of Fame, Grand 
Rapids Sports Hall of Fame, Michigan Golden Gloves Hall of Fame, 
Netherlands Sports Hall of Fame and Michigan Sports Hall of Fame.
 Sullivan places high value on his time at Catholic Central: “I 
appreciated the education I got there,” he says, and true to his 
longtime dedication to local sports, “I still pull hard for all the 
athletics teams. I always root for the Cougars.”

Still rooting 
for the Cougars
Robert “Sully” Sullivan ‘47

“The kids were smart, funny, sometimes difficult, but always charming 

– and bursting with potential.” – Mary Moore

LEFT: Bob Sullivan is third from right in the back 

row in this picture of the 1946 Varsity Club.
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Stewart Roche ’33 is an avid golfer. He’s 
good, too. In fact, he is so good that he has 
hit nine holes-in-one during his lifetime, 
three of those in the past seven years – since 
he turned 91. Golf Digest magazine has 
included him in their record books with the 
title of “most prolific hole-in-one shooter of 
a golfer in their 90s.”

“I’ve slowed down my golf some,” says 
Roche, who turned 98 on Feb. 17. “I only play twice a week now.”

Roche was an all-city guard on the CC football team during 
the undefeated 1932 season. “We did allow one scoreless tie,” he 
remembers. He fondly recalls his years at St. Thomas the Apostle 

elementary and Catholic Central: “It was a great educational 
experience. We had fine nuns, some real disciplinarians. We really 
toed the line in those days, I’ll tell you,” he says with a chuckle. 

Roche and his second wife, Arlene, live in Hart, Michigan, 
where after graduating from the University of Notre Dame he 
practiced law from 1939–1984. His first wife, Elizabeth, died in 
2002. Together they raised two daughters, Rebecca and Kathleen, 
both of whom attended Marywood Academy in Grand Rapids and 
graduated from St. Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Ind.

“I don’t imagine there are many of us left around,” says Roche 
of his fellow Catholic Central classmates. A search of school 
records turned up just five known to be still living. “I am very, very 
fortunate. The Lord has been very good to me.”

Most prolific 
hole-in-one shooter– in his 90s
Stewart Roche ‘33

In a time when many 26-year-olds are just growing out of that first “entry level” job, Sara 
Sherry ’06 serves as president of Mixed, the company she cofounded two years ago. Mixed is a 
a boutique staffing firm offering professional staffing and recruiting services with a focus on 
inclusive workforce staffing and diversity staffing and recruiting. 

The road wasn’t easy; yet the death of her father, difficulties in school, a detour into personal 
difficulties and illness seemed only to make Sherry more determined to succeed. By 2011 she 
had earned a business degree from GVSU, and she and a close friend were looking for work 
in Chicago. Jobs were not forthcoming, and they began to discuss the implicit and explicit 
discrimination they were experiencing in the job search process – he as a member of a minority 
and she as a woman. 

With an idea to help people who were educated or who had skills get their foot in the door 
despite race, gender or past history, Sherry came back to Grand Rapids in 2012 to cofound a 
different kind of staffing firm. “We take an inclusive versus an exclusive approach to hiring. We 
say, ‘Let’s help you get to a different future,’” she says. 

Mixed at first grew entirely on referrals and word of mouth, and the persistence and hard work of Sara Sherry. She attributes a great deal 
to the love and support of her mother. Catholic Central friends, teachers and administrators also played a role in her success. “I wouldn’t 
be where I am today without CC,” says Sherry, who was named one of Grand Rapids Business Journal’s “40 Under 40” to watch in 2012. 
“From the structured approach to how they hold people accountable, to the close-knit culture and faith building, they were there for me.”

“I’ve always known that God had a bigger idea for me. I’m doing what I was meant to do. And I love what I’m doing.”

I wouldn’t be where I am without CC
Sara Sherry ‘06

SCHOOL NEWS

Eleven seniors showcased their contributions to innovative 
and groundbreaking research at the 7th annual Catholic Central 
Research Symposium, held at the Van Andel Institute last January. 
The event is the only research symposium in West Michigan to 
feature the work of high school students. 

Seniors Ryan Brown, Will Bottema, Daniel Capodilupo, 
Zachary Drees, Paul Fatum, Katy Ferro, Maria Gaudino, 
Madeleine Jepsen, Kathryn Mirandette, Mitch Pfennig and Jacob 
Rizik offered both poster and oral presentations in a wide range 
of fields, including mathematics, economics, chemistry, food 
chemistry and computer coding. 

After an introductory course during their sophomore year, 
students in the selective Research Seminar program participate in 
scientific research in 11th grade. Between junior and senior year 
they are paired with a professor or faculty member at the university 
level who mentors them through the high-level research process. 

This year, students worked with mentors at the University of 
Michigan, Grand Valley State University, Michigan State University’s 
College of Human Medicine, Aquinas College, and Calvin College. 
Some travelled out of state, doing research at University of Wisconsin, 

Gonzaga University and Occidental College in Los Angeles. 
The Van Andel Institute, a renowned research facility located 

in West Michigan, is the ideal venue for the Symposium, 
said Mrs. Leigh Eriks, program instructor. “The students 
were honored to be there. They all stood a lot taller for being 
surrounded by that wonderful space. We extend our heartfelt 
thanks to the anonymous donor who stepped up to make 
presenting at the Van Andel Institute possible,” she said.

Seniors showcase research at annual symposium

This year is tour year for the choral department, and the Catholic Central 
choir’s fifth tour of Italy is scheduled for the last week of June 2014. Under 
the direction of Mr. Dennis Rybicki, the choirs will present concerts in Assisi, 
Florence and Rome. In addition they will sing in the Papal Mass of Ss. Peter 
and Paul on Sunday, June 29. They also will have the honor of singing for 
Pope Francis during his weekly Papal Audience on Wednesday, July 2.

Eighty students and sixty adults will be making the trip to Italy, according 
to Mr. Rybicki. They have been fundraising all school year to help defray 
expenses. The choir goes on international tour every four years and has 
traveled to such places as Ireland, Poland, Czech Republic and Germany.

“This tour will be the best ever,” said Mr. Rybicki. “It will be the spiritual, 
artistic and cultural experience of a lifetime.”

157 new Cougars have already enrolled and selected classes for next fall. On June 6, our Peer Ministers  

are hosting the Class of 2018’s first social mixer in the Catholic Central Gym. 

Choir will tour Italy in June

Class of 2018

Destination: Italy
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Formerly known as the “1:1 Initiative,” the “Learners to Leaders” mobile device 
launch slated for fall 2014 is proceeding on schedule. “All teachers have iPads and 
are feeling very familiar, very comfortable using them. We have a couple of iPad carts 
in each building for student use now,” says Carol Glanville, director of educational 
technology for Grand Rapids Catholic Secondary Schools. 

Ms. Glanville came on board in August 2013 to oversee the high schools’ transition 
and ongoing focus on digital teaching and learning. It is a shift that many school 
systems are undertaking in some form, and she is pleased that GRCSS is taking 
the time to do it thoroughly and well, first making sure teachers are trained before 
bringing students on stream with individual devices. Some of the more recent steps 
taken before the device program fully rolls out next fall:

• Adoption of a mobile device management system to facilitate tracking,  
 security and classroom control

• Upgrade to a wireless print system
• Upgrade of wireless access
• Arrangement of an iPad leasing program 
• Launch of an iPad portal as a central resources hub for parents, students and staff.
A student help desk also is in development. “We’ve done a lot in the last few 

months to prepare for the fall 2014 rollout,” says Ms. Glanville. In fact, she says, “I’d 
say we are a little ahead of many schools who are doing the same thing.”

Learners to Leaders device 
program closing in on launch

Cultural Connections  
taking students to Europe

This year, nine students in world language classes are looking 
forward to June more than ever. Why? They’re embarking on a 
potentially life-changing adventure – a week-long trip touring 
three of Europe’s most exciting cities: Madrid, Barcelona and Paris.

French teacher Mr. Chris Jones and Spanish teacher Ms. 
Cheryl Roede are leading the tour. “We will be traveling with 
nine students and one parent,” said Mr. Jones. “I am really excited 
about this trip. Each of these cities is so dynamic and offers so 
many things to do. It will be fun to help students discover them.” 

The students have been busy with fundraising activities 
throughout the year to help with the cost of museum entrances 
and transportation tickets not included in the tour package price. 

We’re calling the program “Cultural Connections,” said 
Ms. Roede. “It will be an educational experience with visits 

to cathedrals, museums, monuments, and of course we’ll be 
sampling the food and fashion of these cities,” she said.

“Making international connections such as these can 
change students’ futures,” said Mr. Jones. “Educational travel 
is life altering; the tour is an extension of the classroom. It is 
interactive; it enriches students and connects them personally to 
the people and their culture,” he said.

Wrestlers wrap season with 
first ever state finals berth

Sharing this season’s success with 

CC’s last wrestling state champ

For varsity wrestling Coach B.J. Schroder, this story tells it all: “Immediately following 
our first ever regional win at home vs. Allendale,” he says, “a friend and long time alum 
told me, ‘In 50 years I have never heard that gym louder than it was tonight. The student 
body has found the sport of wrestling!’”

For years it has seemed that wrestling was sort of a mystery sport at Catholic Central, 
according Coach Schroder. Only a few were involved and seemingly fewer knew about it. 
“Today, the wrestling team is known, proud, and everyone in the school is talking about 
the team and the amazing athletes on the team,” he says.

After winning the second of its back-to-back OK Gold Conference championships, 
the team wrestled its way to become district champs and then went on to the Cougars’ 
first ever state finals appearance, sending 11 wrestlers to the individual state meet.

Here is a summary of what Team #49 accomplished this year: 
• Seniors A.J. Zervoudakis and Ross Hulick named to the Academic All-State Team
• 3rd consecutive Academic All-State honors, with a 3.38 team average GPA
• OK Gold Champs, with 8 All-Conference Athletes and 4 Honorary Mentions
• Team District and Regional Champs; Team State Finalist
• 11 State Qualifiers
• 6 All-State Medalists
• 3 State Champions: Danny Drummond, Nate Limmex, and Devin Schroder
In addition, Coach Schroder was named Division 3 Coach of the Year. “There are new 

challenges that lie ahead for team #50 next season, as our up and coming stars of tomorrow 
look to replace seven seniors,” he says. “Already, the team is taking steps in that direction, as 
27 wrestlers committed to off-season training at Michigan Xtreme’s Wrestling Academy.”

Attention CC Alumni!
Please know that wrestling is alive and well at CC, and team #50 encourages 

you to come out and show your Cougar pride next season. Please scan the QR 

code to view the updated wrestling room at the CAT; and if you see your name 

on a wrestling banner hanging from the rafters, please come up to the room 

and sign your banner. Many already have – you should too!

After school, on Thursday, March 27, this 

year’s State Champions, Danny Drummond, Nate 

Limmex and Devin Schroder visited wrestling 

alum Steve Feldpausch (‘78) at Metropolitan 

Hospital in Byron Center, Mich. 

For years, Feldpausch has been living with 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) or better 

known as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease,” a progressive 

neurodegenerative disease that affects the brain 

and spinal cord. 

Before the 2014 season, Feldpausch was 

the last Cougar wrestler to earn a state title. That 

afternoon, the boys presented Feldpausch with 

a Catholic Central coach’s jacket (only 1 of 5 

made) to commemorate his 1977 victory. 

The four of them shared stories of their state 

competitions and championship matches. A 

plaque has also been made in his honor to be 

displayed in the Wrestling Room at the CAT, 

celebrating 49 years of championship wrestling 

at Catholic Central. 
Visit grlearners2leaders.org.

Top, Left to Right: 

Danny Drummond ’14, 

Devin Schroder ’16, 

Steve Feldpausch ’78, 

and Nate Limmex ‘15.

Right: Feldpausch’s 

senior yearbook photo.
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ADVANCEMENT NEWS

SENIOR LEVEL
Mike and Sue Jandernoa

Applied Imaging & Dave and Carol Burgess

 (partners in support of Catholic Central)

AMDG Architects and Rockford Construction  

 (partners in support of Catholic Central)

Dr. Don and Sue Condit, Dr. Mike and Sue 

Jakubowski, Dr. Jim and Michelle Kane, Dr. Tom  

and Christine Pfennig, Dr. Ken and Dawn Shockley 

 (physician partners in support of Catholic Central)

JUNIOR LEVEL
Dempsey Ventures

Foundation for Catholic Secondary Education

Hulst Jepsen Physical Therapy

Mike and Kiki Lown

Michael and Christina Rosloniec

SOPHOMORE LEVEL
Alliance Beverage

Barnes and Thornburg LLP

The Gryzbek Family

Miller Johnson

FRESHMAN LEVEL
At Your Service Valet Parking

Banta Furniture

Brian and Robin Burns

Rev. Msgr. Edward A. Hankiewicz

J. Milito and Associates

Paul and Patty Korte

Dennis and Wendy Madden

Ben and Cheryl Ora

Colleen Roth

Brian and Marie Shea

Scott and Rebecca Wierda 

One of the great hallmarks of Catholic Central is the foundation of service on which 
our beloved Dominican Sisters helped establish the school over 100 years ago. These 
dedicated and selfless women served young people throughout Grand Rapids and 
cultivated a community that, to this day, has no bounds to its generosity. For imparting 
to our thousands of alumni the education and skills necessary to live lives of service, 
leadership and faithful citizenship, we owe the Dominican Sisters a debt of gratitude.

That is why earlier this month we commemorated our Dominican heritage at the 
third annual Evening of Excellence, a celebration of leaders in our Catholic community. 
Three honorees were presented with awards. 

The Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to Lyle Morrison ’46 who has 
demonstrated a lifetime of dedication to our faith and community. His insightful 
guidance and philanthropic support has contributed greatly to our mission. Lyle also 
graduated from Aquinas College, where he is still very active as an alumnus and donor.

The Dominican Spirit Award was presented to Sister Mary Aquinas Weber, O.P. Sister 
Aquinas entered the Grand Rapids Dominican Order in 1944, and later earned her 
B.A. at Aquinas College. She has inspired many to lives of faith and service through the 
years, serving on boards of many nonprofits, as well as through her tireless community 
development work.

The Distinguished Alumni Award was presented to the Honorable Sara Smolenski 
’75, a proud alumna and Chief Justice of the 63rd Michigan District Court, who 
continuously demonstrates in her work and life an unwavering commitment to service 
in our Catholic community and in Grand Rapids as a whole.

On March 22 more than 400 parents, alumni, friends, faculty and staff celebrated “Auction with a Twist” at the beautiful Goei Center 
in Grand Rapids. Cougar Pride was obvious as all enjoyed hearing our band and the Capella Choir and meeting student leaders who 
helped greet the guests. Ten “Twist Tables” raised funds for specific school needs such as the choir’s trip to Italy this summer and the 
live auction featured 40 donated items. The energy was contagious; the room was loud with laughter, and the generosity of all made the 
evening a huge success, netting more than $140,000 for tuition assistance and other needs. We’d like to thank our generous sponsors – 
none of this would be possible without you!

Auction with a Twist a huge success

Community leaders honored at 
third annual Evening of Excellence

The CC/WC Archives welcomes any memorabilia you have 
saved from your high school years and would like to donate. 
We accept dance programs, souvenirs of all types, sports 
programs, photographs, report cards, uniforms, T-shirts, 
scrapbooks – anything and everything! Don’t think your stuff 
is “too new” for inclusion; we are glad for all donations.

In addition, we have an overstock of yearbooks from many 
years and would be happy to gift one to you. Conversely, the 
Archives needs yearbooks from the following years:
 CC: 1945, 1991
 WC: 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008

Memorabilia needed from all decades

Call Maureen Korte at 458-4503 or Deb Moore at 957-4264 to make arrangements. 
Thank you for helping preserve the history of our two fine high schools!

Top Left: Lyle Morrison accepting his award. Middle: Sister Aquinas enjoying the event. Bottom Left: Group shot 

of Sara Smolenski’s table; Smolenski is fifth from the left in blue suit.
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The Foundation for Catholic Secondary Education (FCSE) has 
provided more than $651,000 in tuition assistance since 2011. That 
includes a total of $250,000 in scholarships granted to 92 students 
for the 2013-2014 academic school year. The FCSE supports both 
Catholic Central High School and West Catholic High School.

The FCSE manages 14 named endowed scholarships for 

Catholic Central High School that have an endowed value of 

$865,872 as of March 5, 2014:

• Sr. Robert Ann / Dominican Sisters Educational Fund
• Jon Davidson Memorial Scholarship
• “Conquering Obstacles” Denny Flak Scholarship
• Deacon Dale Hollern Scholarship
• Mary Lynn Kampfschulte Scholarship Fund
• The Eugene “Sam” Kunst Memorial Scholarship
• The Rev. James C. Kowalski Scholarship Fund – CCHS
• The Joe Lauria Memorial Scholarship
• William & Karen Lawrence Family Scholarship
• Jim & Linda Payne Tuition Assistance Fund
• Ed & June Prein Family CCHS Scholarship Fund
• Lawrence/Patricia Ranazzi transfer Scholarship
• Reed Family Music Scholarship Fund
• Dennis W. Campbell Memorial Scholarship

The FCSE manages seven named endowed scholarships that provide 

financial assistance to both Catholic Secondary High Schools that 

have an endowed value of $504,831 as of March 5, 2014.

• Richard Boguslaski Science & Engineering Equipment Fund
• Msgr. Charles D. Brophy Scholarship
• Frank and Mary Hernes Memorial Scholarship
• Douglas and Arlene Lillis Scholarship
• Lena Allgeier Technology Fund
• Faculty Enhancement Fund
• Reynolds-Elderkin Family Scholarship

Please consider establishing a named endowed scholarship! Forty-
three percent of all students attending our Catholic Secondary 
Schools receive some level of assistance to help pay for tuition. 
It takes a donation of $25,000 to establish a named endowed 
scholarship, payable over five years. Many of our donors will 
donate stock (capital gains savings) to establish an endowed 
scholarship. Other donors have used paid up life-insurance policies 
to establish an endowed scholarship. Planning a special event to 
fund an endowed scholarship (cocktail party, zeroK run, benefit 
concert) can be arranged by working with the Foundation office. 
Please give us a call at 616-514-6069. We stand ready to assist 
you in establishing a named endowed scholarship to financially 
assist the students at Catholic Central High School. An endowed 
scholarship is the gift that keeps on giving year after year! 

FOUNDATION NEWS
Endowed scholarships make tuition assistance

available to many students

• The total Named Endowed Scholarships are valued at $1,713,887.00

• The General Endowment Fund for Tuition Assistance is currently valued at $5,512,751.00

• The total Scholarships & General Endowment Fund is currently valued at $7,262,446.00*

* Total includes value of Named Endowed Scholarships that are pending. Grand totals reflect combined funds for Catholic Central 
 and West Catholic high schools.

28th Annual Cougar Open is Monday, Sept. 8
Join alumni, parents, and friends at Egypt Valley Country Club!

The annual event supports the Cougar athletic program, enabling students to participate in one of the most robust and competitive 
high school sports programs in West Michigan. Our volunteer committee works through the spring and summer to bring together this 
celebration of Cougar athletics. 

Gift bags, skill prizes, auctions, raffles, lunch, snacks, dinner and beverages all combine to provide each participant a memorable day at 
Egypt Valley. 

Your support as a sponsor, participant, or volunteer will enable us to meet Athletic Department needs for the 2014-2015 school year. 
For additional details and/or registration please visit the Boosters section of www.grccathletics.com. 

 Please contact the Golf Committee at cougaropen@yahoo.com, or contact Mike Neuman, ‘63, at 616-364-6178 with questions. 

Young alumni win  
Cougar Toss Fore Golf

More than 100 CC supporters gathered at the CAT on Jan. 11 for the second annual 
“Cougar Toss Fore Golf” cornhole toss fundraiser to benefit the CC golf program. It 
was a competitive and fun evening as the teams fought their way through the brackets. 
The final match pitted defending champions Robert Milanowski, Sr. ‘77 and Eric 
Milanowski ‘06 versus Jordan Milanowski ‘09 and Seth Holton ‘09, with the younger 
Milanowski and Holton claiming the trophy. Thanks to all of the support of the 
sponsors and competitors, over $9,000 was raised for the girls and boys golf teams. 
Mark your calendars for Jan. 10, 2015 to join the fun of the next event.
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Class of ’44 — 70th Class Reunion
Wednesday, June 11, 2014
Highlands Elk Country Club
Contact: Mary (Palmer) Field at 616-453-7390 or Jim Rooney  
at 616-453-6165

Class of ’53 — Annual Florida Mini-Reunion Brunch
Sunday, February 22, 2015
Sarasota, Florida
Hosted by Sally Kroon Norton and Joan “Digger” Derezinski 
Webster. Any member of the Class of 1953 is invited to join. 
Contact: Sally at VeniceSals@aol.com or Digger at TequilaLBK@aol.com

Class of ’54 — 60th Class Reunion
Friday, June 13, 2014
Hilton Grand Rapids Airport Hotel
4747 28th St. SE, Grand Rapids
Contact: Jan and Jim Quinlan at 616-891-2752  
or email cchs_1954@yahoo.com

Class of ’59 — 55th Class Reunion – “Picnic in the Park”
Saturday, June 28, 2014, 5 to 10 p.m.
Townsend Park; Main Pavillion in Cannonsburg Twp.
Food and drinks provided by Three Men and a Grill Caterers
Contact: Judy (Draugelis) Cornell, Event Chairwoman at
autowash@standaleautowash.com, 616-453-7756 or Betty 
(Prawdzik) Fuhs at bettyfuhs@aol.com, 616-453-5325
 

Class of ’61 — Class Reunion and Golf Outing
Friday, July 11, 2014
Golf Outing 4 person scramble
 9 a.m. at The Highlands 
 2715 Leonard St NW, Grand Rapids,
 Cost: $30/person
Reunion: 4 p.m.
 St. Adalbert’s Aid Society (5th Street Hall)
Contact: Pat Bell at patbell97@aol.com or call 616-241-5317, 
Dave Priest at david_a_priest@yahoo.com or call 616-828-6722 

or Eva Blackford at fitzgerale@att.net or call 616-485-7389. 

Class of ’64 — 50th Reunion
Saturday, August 16, 2014 
Highlands Golf Club, 2715 Leonard St. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504
Contact: Judy (Gibson) Dodge at 616-808-7269 

Class of ’69 — 45th Reunion
Saturday, June 21, 2014, 5 to 10 p.m.
Boulder Creek Golf Club, 5750 Brewer Ave. NE, Belmont, Mich.
Entertainment provided by ‘The Boyfriends’ musical group. Details 
can be found on the Catholic Central Class of ’69 Facebook page. 
Contact: Deb (Bek) Moore at 616-957-4264
 

Class of ’74 — 40th Reunion
Golf Outing: Friday, September 19, 2014 
 1 p.m. with dinner at 5:30 p.m.
 Pines Golf Course 
 5050 Byron Center Ave. SW, Wyoming, Mich. 
Reunion:  Saturday, September 20, 2014 from 6:30–10 p.m.
 McFadden’s Restaurant & Saloon (Jameson Room) 
 50 Ionia, Grand Rapids
Contact: Dan Lennon regarding the golf outing at daniel.lennon@
sbcglobal.net or 616-538-9775 and Sandy (Bek) Lowery with your 
email addresses for further updates at jlowery34@comcast.net.

St. Francis Xavier 100 Year Celebration
Saturday, June 7, 2014 with a 6:00 p.m. Mass celebrated by Bishop 
David J. Walkowiak and refreshments after Mass. No reservations 
required. If you are alumni of St. Francis School, or a past 
parishioner, please come and celebrate this centennial celebration.

Class of ’53 — Annual Florida Mini-Reunion 
On Feb. 23, the members of the Class of 1953 who visit or reside 
in Southwest Florida met for their annual mini-reunion brunch 
at Bird Key Yacht Club, Sarasota, Fla. They were hosted by Sally 
Kroon Norton and Joan “Digger” Derezinski Webster. 

Class of ’54 — Annual Holiday Luncheon
The Class of 1954 gathered together to celebrate the holiday 
season on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013 at the Airport Hilton.

Class of ’61 — 3rd Annual Winter Party
On Friday, Feb. 21, 2014, members of the Class of 1961 joined 
together at the home of Jim and Joan Zawacki in Sarasota, Fla.

ALUMNI NEWS

REUNIONS
Class of ’68 — 45th Gathering
On Saturday, Nov. 30, 2013, Quinn & Tuites Irish Pub in Grand 
Rapids was filled with members of the Class of 1968 celebrating 
their 45th reunion.

Class of ’83 — 30th Reunion
The Class of 1983 came together at J. Gardella’s Tavern to 
celebrate their 30th reunion on Saturday, Dec. 28, 2013.

1

1

2

2

3

3

5

The Advancement Department maintains alumni records 

and assists with the planning of Alumni events such as 

class reunions. If your class has a reunion coming up 

please contact us at 616-233-5891.

UPCOMING REUNIONS

     BACK ROW (L to R): Joe Foy, Dick Keena, Digger Derezinski Webster, Mary Ellen Grahs Hefferen, Mike Deeb, 

Dick Averill, Jim Sowle FRONT ROW (L to R): Sally Kroon Norton, Mary Anne Einig Sabbagh, Nance Meade Poggi, 

Joan Kirkwood Bowersox, Pat Corsiglia Borchers, Frank Stanitzek

1



18 19

ALUMNI NEWS   SPRING 2014 ALUMNI NEWS   SPRING 2014

1934
Roseanne (Schmidt) Stander

1935
Mary (Moran) Dalrymple

1936
Eugene Schmidt
Joseph Trojanowski

1938
Wanda (Klimowicz) Baura
Vincent Bernott
Cecilia (Koszarski) Czyzyk

1939
Stafford Grady
Angeline VanderWoude
Monica (Bowman) Verdier

1940
Mary (Michmershuizen) Bartnick
Lambert “Lou” Bartnick
Dorothy (Olejniczak) Burch
Anne Marie (Connell) Farrell
Virginia (Bechtold) O’Brien
Elizabeth (Mikulski) Russo

1941
Edward Salvin
Mary (Daley) Stoel

1942
Joachim Joseph “Jack” Milito

1943
Ursula (Wojulewicz) Driscoll

1944
Ruth (Host) Darling
Jack Dubridge
Richard Howell
Irene (Arends) Watterson

1945
Jacqueline (Stryzewski) Golub
Anthony Jaglowski
Patricia (Stawasz) Kozal

1946
Mary Jane (Host) Ball
Emily Blattner
Sr. Mary Catherine Brechting

Audrey (Tennis) Chase Bolen
Kathleen (Andres) DeKoster*
Jean (Blaszcyk) DeRyke*
Matilda (Pitsch) Eardley*
Dolores (Johnson) Hoover*
Nancy (Moriarty) Kindel/Gibson*
James Jones
Florence (Novak) Madden*
Kathleen (McCarthy) Palma
Virginia (Finkler) Pierson*
Martha (Kalinka) Rosengren
Herman Siegel
Margaret Ann Stachowiak

1947
Florence (Sanok) Dominiak
Robert Hayden
Jeanette Najar

1948
Mary Ellen (Noble) Dunkelberg
John Fehsenfeld
Jacqueline (Decker) Kasprowicz
Robert Pattok
Bonita (Weber) Rewa

1949
Betty (Naudsadis) Ferguson
Eugene Jaglowski
Mary Ellen (Bohr) Koelzer
Dorothy (Glaz) Kruszka
Erna (VanAntwerp) Patterson
Patricia (O’Brien) Spayde
Roman Walczewski Walker
Sr. Mary Jude (Phyllis) Wysocki

1950
Joseph Basarabski
Karl Bernt
Mary (Koepke) Koster
Norbert Milanowski
Rosemarie (Saunders) Trubiroha
Ray Wisniewski

1951
Thomas Beenen
Charles Dawson
Roger Gietzen
Raymond Luxford
Beverly (Buck) Murdock

1952
Marlene (Westveer) O’Rourke

Dale Patterson
Bernadine (Kalinka) Polkowski
Mary (Schmidt) Robach
Merrill Walker Jr.
Robert Weldon
Dorothy (Nowak) Westrick

1953
Leona (Holzgen) Gruscinski
Carole (Miller) McGinnis
William Trappen

1954
Jerome Remenak

1955 
Roberta (Anderson) Bennett
Peter Sowle
James Walberer

1956
Dennis Cook
Theodore Godleski
Janice (Baldwin) Heinz
Robert Hillebrand
Gerald “Jerry” Luxford
Charles Miller
Glynn Willis

1957
Donald Vainavicz
Gene Idziak
Bob Martin

1959
Katherine (Martin) Falbe
Catherine (Duba) Lee
William Manning
Jacquelyn (Billings) Umlor

1960
Dennis Hendershot
Robert Hudley

1961
Thomas Barcheski
Daniel Lewakowski
William Urbanski

1962
Patricia (Czachorski) Jarvis
Doretta “Dee” (Chorman) Olsen
Frederick Page

1963
Mary Jean (Meyer) Blough

1964
JoAnn (Velding) Emerich
Judy (Rohen) Patten
Judy Sullivan

1965
Dennis Cooper

1966
Sister Jude Bloch, OP
James Greenwood

1967
James Trojanowski

1968
Michael Polazzolo

1969
Loreen (Herrmann) Pearson
Thomas Symko

1972
John Milanowski

1973
Charles Wickering

1978
Barbara Choryan

1980
Nancy (Donahue) Rabideau

1981
Rick Dalrymple

1982 
Marcia (Trafzer) Barrett

1983
Douglas Tafelski

Class Year Unknown
Richard Cavanaugh
Sr. Mary Magdalese Oleniczak 
 (Evelyn Oleneack)

May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

IN MEMORIAM

1960s
Jerry Wilks (’63) is retired in Oregon. after 43 years as a teacher, 
coach, high school principal and superintendent of schools in Nebraska. 

Bill Cariano (’69) Retired from Stiles 
Machinery, Grand Rapids, Mich. in 2010. 
Currently Chaplain with Forgotten Man 
Ministries (FFM). FFM provides chaplains and 
spiritual programs in Michigan county jails.

1980s
Rich Nawrocki (’81) retired from the Grand Rapids Police 
Department last year after 27 years and obtaining the rank 
of Lieutenant, serving the last 10 years as the Drugs and Vice 
Commander. He resides in Grand Rapids and owns a catering 
company called Three Men and A Grill.

1990s
Elisha A. Severance (’91) was married on Oct. 12, 2013, to  
Jeff White in Ft. Myers, Fla., where the couple currently resides.

2000s
April (Schichtel) Butler (’00), husband Ryan and big brother 
Paxton welcomed Emmett Robert Butler on Nov. 29, 2013.

CLASS NOTES

1930s
Marge Fallon Qualmann (’38) is “still hanging in there” and 
lives in Troy, Mich. She spends July and August in Grand Haven 
and would like friends to visit. Contact her at 248-561-1454.

1940s
Polly Ann (Noble) Decker (’45) has two more great 
grandchildren “on the way,” which will make four.

1950s
Mary A. (Slowinski) Rolf (’50) and husband Henry are blessed 
with 24 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. They are looking 
forward to spending their 21st summer at Bass Lake in Gowen, 
reconnecting with family and friends, and to 2015’s class reunion.

Mary Lou (Staeven) Willcome(’50) and her husband celebrated 
their 58th wedding anniversary on Oct. 22, 2013. They have 13 
children, 37 grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

Rosie Hickey (’54) recently retired as the event director of the 
Positively Warren Golf Classic after 15 years. She was previously 
event director for the Tee Off Against MS for 15 years, after 10 
years of teaching in the Catholic schools. She has four children 
and eight grandchildren. 

Patricia Challender (’57) and husband Jim Knowles have returned to 
Grand Rapids after 30 years living in Montana and Arizona. They are 
happily retired and live close to all their children and grandchildren.

Patricia Estep (’57) and her husband Guy celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Aug. 30, 2013 with a trip to Venice, 
Florence and Rome, including a visit to the Vatican.

Michael F. Kelly (’57) has been elected 
president of the Irish Cultural Committee, 
LLC. The Committee is in charge of the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Irish 

concerts and other organized Celtic activities in Kent County.

Mary (Eggleston ’59) and Ed Zyniewicz (’60) celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in Dec. 2013. They moved to White Cloud in 
2003 after living for 30 years in New Orleans and other cities.

Where are you now? 
Did you receive this at your parent’s house or 

get someone else’s in the mail?

Let us know!

Do you have a friend or family member who’s an alum and 

missing out on these publications?

Spread the word!

Updating your contact information is easier now more than 

ever! Just visit the Alumni section of our website and select 

Update Your Contact Info

www.grcatholiccentral.org

*These ’46 alumni were previously listed without their maiden names; re-listing them in this issue was requested.
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Why consider a legacy gift to the  
Foundation for Catholic Secondary Education?

  Give back to what is important to you. 

  Plan for your future gift while keeping control of your assets during 
your lifetime. 

  It’s easy to include a provision in your will or to complete a beneficiary 
designation form for an insurance plan or retirement account. 

  These gifts are revocable if your circumstances or priorities change. 

  These gifts are flexible and can include a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, a portion of what remains, or many  
other options. 

  Tax benefits may result from your gift.

Gifts by will, trust, or beneficiary designation are 
the most common ways people plan their legacies.


