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ALUMNINEWS
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family enjoying the rhythm and harmony of an autumn schedule. We 
are pleased to reunite with our students to continue our ongoing formation in the Catholic tradition.  

This past year, the faculty and staff revisited and clarified Catholic Central High School’s core values using the 
Renewing Identity, Strengthening Evangelization initiative (RISE)—through the University of Notre Dame. As 

you’re probably aware, core values are values and character strengths that are fundamental to a school or an organization’s culture. Here at 
CC, our students, faculty, and staff will seek to model and witness these values to each other, consistently teaching and reinforcing them 
over time. They reflect both the life skills and life outcomes we seek to cultivate in our students, as well as the Catholic values and virtues at 
the core of a life of discipleship.  

We believe it is our duty—with the partnership of our parents, priests, alumni, and wider community—to create an environment 
where all students feel loved, respected, and challenged to be the best version of themselves each day. As such, our entire educational 
program is directed toward the growth of the whole person. Fostering these values in an intentional and consistent manner will be at 
the heart of our students’ experience this year and into the future.  

I hope you agree that these core values reflect the spiritual and human characteristics of the Catholic Central community. Moreover, 
I hope they still resonate with you today and serve as a source of pride in your alma mater.  Know that we are very grateful for your 
prayers and support! On behalf of our entire school, thank you for expanding the Catholic Central experience for our students in the 
coming school year and beyond.  

Yours in Christ,
 
Greg Deja 
Principal

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, 

implored your help, and sought your intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto you, 

O Virgin of virgins, my mother! To you I come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. 

O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in your mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

Memorare

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Reaffirming our core values

Honor
Reflects a spirit of gratitude and respect for people and things 
that deserve our honor and respect, including adults, our peers, 
our faith, our family, and our school. It also reflects a call to 
integrity and honesty. To be honorable is to do the right thing in 
any situation.

Lead
Reflects the importance of student leadership and shared leader-
ship among faculty and staff. This value encourages people to 
take initiative and responsibility for themselves and others.

Love
Reflects the essence of Christian life and the core of the two great-
est commandments: to love God and others. Love is a theological 
virtue and is the greatest of the virtues. It is a deep and rich word 
that encompasses many other positive behaviors. 

Serve
Reflects a disposition of charity and love in action: especially 
aimed at caring for the marginalized, the poor, the lonely. Service 
is a deeper concept than mere volunteerism, and often requires 
crossing boundaries to come to know the other, wherein we come 
to know and love Christ more fully.

Strive
Reflects the importance of effort and stretching oneself, which is 
the primary driver of growth. It reflects a growth mindset, as op-
posed to a fixed mindset, which is a major driver for educational 
and life outcomes.

Wonder
Reflects a disposition of curiosity and openness. A spirit of won-
der inclines us to seek to know God more fully through a deeper 
knowledge of creation.
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CAT GROUNDBREAKING EXCITEMENT
The severe thunderstorm did not dampen the spirits of those 
attending the groundbreaking ceremony at the Cougar Athletic 
Trails (CAT) on May 26. While construction on the $8.6 million 
expansion of the CAT facilities at 2770 Knapp Street NE in Grand 
Rapids began on May 18, leaders of our school and of the Diocese of 
Grand Rapids participated in the ceremonial dig on May 26 to mark 
the start of the enhancement venture. The CAT project encompasses 
the completion of a comprehensive athletic facility, fully funded 
through the support of generous donors. 

“The impact on our students and alumni will be immeasurable,” 
said Greg Deja, principal of Catholic Central High School. “Thanks 
to the generous support we’ve received, the Catholic Central 
community will finally be able to unite together in one location—
providing our student athletes with high quality facilities and the 
ability to host multiple games and practices.” 

The ground breaking celebration boasted speakers from Catholic 
Central and the Diocese. The Catholic Central band played and 
many students were in attendance at the event, showing their 
support and appreciation to donors of the CAT project. Principal, 
Greg Deja, spoke on behalf of the school as did Trevor Hinshaw, 
Athletic Director. Hinshaw gave an iconic and emotion-filled speech 
at the groundbreaking that stuck with students and teachers alike.

“I cannot begin to tell you how excited our coaches and student 
athletes are about this project,” said Hinshaw. “Gone are the 
days of paying high rental fees for access to turf fields, gone are 
the days of hosting Friday night football at Forest Hills, lacrosse 
at Aquinas, soccer at MVP, Rugby at Riverside Park, and track 
at Houseman field. Today is a new dawn: today our student 
athletes have a place to call home, a place where we will unite as a 
Catholic community with shared vision and common purpose, a 
place where new memories and traditions will begin to build on 
the success of the past 109 years.”

The project, to be completed in August 2016, includes a new 
3,250-seat athletic stadium, varsity track, field pits, second turf 
field, a grotto for prayer and other enhancements such as parking, 
lighting, technology and landscaping. The improvements will 
benefit more than 500 student athletes competing in 29 sports 
programs, nearly 200 students involved in band and choral 
programs and more than 18,000 alumni who support the school. 

The expansion to the CAT was designed by AMDG, an 
architectural design firm in Grand Rapids, with AECOM/URS 
providing engineering support. Rockford Construction, also a 
Grand Rapids-based firm, is the construction manager. 

“Athletics can be a powerful force for good in the life of a young 
person,” said Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids. “Catholic Central has a strong tradition 
of helping to build our next generation of future Catholic leaders 
and the lessons learned in athletic competition can play an 
instrumental role.”

Students, faculty, and staff are thrilled about this project, and we, 
as a school, are forever grateful to our generous donors. 

If you feel called to give to the continuing improvements of 
Catholic Central, we are always in need of your generous 
support. Please see our website regarding ways to give: http://
www.grcatholiccentral.org/giving/ways-to-give/. If you have any 
immediate questions, please contact our Advancement office at 
616-233-5861. 

Follow the progress at  
www.grcatholiccentral.org/community/ 

“Athletics can be a powerful 

force for good in the life of 

a young person. Catholic 

Central has a strong tradition 

of helping to build our next 

generation of future Catholic 

leaders and the lessons 

learned in athletic competition 

can play an instrumental role.” 

– Bishop David J. Walkowiak
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The excitement of COREX 2016 started in our gymnasium 
with cheering seniors and a proud COREX team as they 
announced the theme for 2015-2016—Different Paces, Together 
we Finish Strong. The theme for the year is meant to embody 
and recognize the varying strengths and gifts of the entire student 
body while guaranteeing unity at the finish line. 

Almost our entire senior class, 158 students, participated in a 
powerful weekend on the lakeshore at Camp Blodgett where they 
grew in their faith, bonded together, and accepted the charge 
for their class: to be servant leaders amongst their peers. Bishop 
David Walkowiak closed the weekend in a final mass where he 
delivered an inspirational homily setting the tone for the rest of 
the school year. 

Along with our students, 44 parents spent the entire weekend 
at Camp Blodgett serving as table group parents to support 
student table leaders. We want to thank all parents, clergy, and 
staff who took the time to volunteer and serve at COREX 2016. 
We are so grateful! 

We’re excited to watch 
the Class of 2016  
finish strong 

SCHOOL NEWS

The class of 2015 is officially out of the building and has 
entered the ranks of over 24,000 students before them: they are 
Catholic Central Alumni. The graduating class was, like every 
class, special to all of the staff and faculty. Here are a few quick 
facts on our most recent graduates:

We will miss our graduates in the hallways, but we are excited 
for each new adventure they are embarking on this fall—whether 
that is college, a new job, or a gap year. Catholic Central class of 
2015, we are proud of you! Come back and visit soon; you are 
always welcome! 

We’re sad to see the 
Class of 2015 go… 

• 172 grads

• 99% plan to attend college this fall

• Plans include more than 50 different two- 
 and four-year institutions, and ROTC.

• $11,805,710 in scholarships offers
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Catholic Central is one of two schools in Michigan to offer the College Board’s AP Capstone program, which equips students with 
independent research, collaborative teamwork, and communication skills increasingly valued by colleges. Our acceptance into this 
program gives our students the opportunity to become more curious, independent, and collaborative scholars. AP Capstone is built on the 
foundation of AP Seminar and AP Research. Students who score 3 or higher in AP Seminar, AP Research, and 4 additional AP Exams of 
their choosing, taken at any time during high school, will receive the AP Capstone Diploma. The diploma signifies outstanding academic 
achievement and attainment of college level academic and research skills. Through the AP Capstone program, our students foster the 
critical and creative thinking, argumentation, and research skills necessary for college readiness and lifelong learning.

Catholic Central is also offering dual enrollment through Aquinas College. This program currently allows students to earn up to 6 college 
credits each year while juniors and seniors in high school. Through this partnership with Aquinas College, we will begin offering two 
college courses on our campus in the 2015-2016 school year. The courses will be taught by Aquinas College Professors and will be college 
level curriculum. Our partnership with Aquinas College gives us the exciting opportunity to expand college level offerings to our students.

New programs for accelerated collegiate success  

In 2014-2015, Catholic Central generated the first Girls Who 
Code club in West Michigan, only the second club of its kind 
in the state. The Girls Who Code program works to inspire, 
educate, and equip girls with computing skills to pursue 21st 
century opportunities. The program believes exposing more girls 
to computer science at a young age will lead to more women 
working in technology and engineering fields. 

Our club is currently made up of three innovative young women 
and is advised by technology support specialist, Josh Friederichs. 
“The proudest moment I experienced with our chapter of GWC 
was all the hard work and dedication related to our “Heart Cart” 
app. We visited Kids Food Basket in March of this year and that 
experience helped develop, create, and construct an exceptional 
app,” said Friederichs. 

Catholic Central Girls Who Code developed, coded, and 
designed elements of a mobile app called Heart Cart. The app 
works to connect users with local food donation opportunities 
while they are shopping for groceries. Catholic Central is so 
proud of this group of girls who are using innovative thinking to 
make an impact on hunger in Michigan. Through their unique 
ideas and drive to improve our community, our Girls Who Code 
club is truly using greater education for a greater purpose. 

Girls Who Code

Artists Creating Together (ACT), previously known as Very Special 
Arts (VSA), celebrated its 28th Annual Festival Day on May 8th, 
2015. ACT brings students with disabilities together with artists 
and art opportunities. Catholic Central students, staff, and alumni 
have been volunteering at the festival day for over twenty years. 
Many Catholic Central Alumni who volunteered as students have 
returned as teachers, volunteers, and ACT board members. 

More than just a painting  
on a semi-truck… 

Top: A long day’s work paid off: the finished product. Middle: Students bring 

smiles through art. Bottom: Alumni Carissa Dressander Beadling posing with an 

ACT participant.

“ACT Festival Day is a 
tradition that touches so 
many lives. Our students  
and the ACT participants 
enjoy, create and celebrate 
the arts together—and  
that’s pretty special.” 
 –Mrs. Kris DeYoung,  
   CC Faculty and ACT volunteer
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Welcoming new students 
thanks to Bishop’s 
Welcome Scholarship 

Catholic Central High School will be welcoming a number 
of new students this fall, 22 of them are thanks to the new 
Welcome Scholarship provided by the Diocese of Grand Rapids.

The Welcome Scholarship offers first time and previous 
students, who did not attend a Diocese of Grand Rapids school 
in the 2014–15 school year, in preschool through eleventh 
grade a scholarship regardless of financial need. More than 430 
Welcome Scholarships have been awarded for the 2015–2016 
school year. In order to be eligible, families must be registered at 
a parish in the Diocese of Grand Rapids, and the student cannot 
have a sibling attending a Catholic school in the Diocese of 
Grand Rapids. In addition to the Welcome Scholarship, families 
can apply for assistance through The Bishop’s Scholarship Fund 
and at their local parishes.

 The Welcome Scholarship is part of The Bishop’s Catholic 
Schools Initiative, a three-year plan, with three parts aimed at 

providing resources to strengthening all 29 Catholic schools 
in the diocese. The scholarship falls under part one of the 
plan: increasing affordability through scholarships. Bishop 
Walkowiak is committed to giving all Catholic families the 
chance to experience Catholic school education by quadrupling 
the amount of tuition assistance offered at the diocesan level 
from $240,000 to $1 million dollars annually for all three 
years of the plan. Most of the increased funds will be used to 
provide tuition assistance to current Catholic school families, 
while only a small part of the increase was used as funds for the 
Welcome Scholarship.

 For more information on the Welcome Scholarship, visit 
CatholicSchools4U.org. Catholic Central High School is thankful 
for the continued support of Bishop Walkowiak in growing 
enrollment in the Catholic schools across the diocese. 

Boys Basketball
A young boys basketball program competed well all season long, 
learning and improving along the way. The Freshmen and JV teams 
both experienced strong years. The Varsity team finished the season 
with a close loss in the MHSAA District Semifinals. 

Girls Basketball
Our Girls Varsity basketball team fought hard on the court this 
past year and ended with an impressive 23-3 overall record. They 
earned titles of: Ok Gold Conference Champions, MHSAA 
District Champions, and MHSAA Regional Champions. 

Boys and Girls Bowling
Junior Shokari Tate represented Catholic Central at the MHSAA 
State Championships in Battle Creek. Both the girls and boys teams 
competed well with young rosters in the tough OK Conference. 

Competitive Cheer
Our Competitive Cheer team was the OK Conference Runner 
Up and advanced out of the MHSAA District. The team ended 
last year’s season with a 4th place Regional finish, which was just 
one spot away from advancing to State. 

Hockey
Cougar Hockey wrapped up the season with a 21-5-1 overall 
record. They took home the OK Conference Championship and 
advanced to the pre-regional 2nd round. 

Boys and Girls Ski
Once again, our ski team had a strong showing at the MHSAA State 
Final. Senior Shannon Stenger finished in 8th place in the Giant 
Slalom and earned a 12th place finish in the Slalom.  Shannon’s siter, 
ophomore, Stephanie Stenger earned a 4th place finish in the Giant 
Slalom and a 4th place finish in Slalom. Coach Scott Inman was 
recognized as the Division 2 State Coach of The Year.

Boys Swim
An impressive 8th place finish at the MHSAA State Championship 

and being named Runner Up in the OK Conference made the 
2015 swim season one to remember. Junior Joey Puglessi brought 
home an Individual State Championship in the backstroke and 
finished 4th place in the 200 Individual Medley. Freshman Ben 
Puglessi finished 13th in the 200 freestyle. The relay team of Dan 
Johnson (senior), Ben Puglessi (freshman), Cameron Pirochta 
(junior), and Joey Puglessi (junior) finished 6th place in the 400 
Free Relay and 8th place in the 200 Medley Relay.

Wrestling
2015 was a great year for our Wrestling team. They were 
named MHSAA District Champions and MHSAA Regional 
Champions. We had a record setting year at the MHSAA 
Individual Wrestling State Championship, with six total 
qualifiers, two runner ups, and three state champions:
 • Devin Schroder (119 lbs; junior) – State Champion
 • Nate Limmex (140 lbs; senior) – State Champion 
 • Foster Karmon (145 lbs; junior) – State Champion
 • Kole Krauss (130 lbs; junior) – State Runner Up
 • Grant Tennihill (215 lbs; senior) – State Runner Up
 • Dominic Forbes (145 lbs; junior) State Qualifier

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Are you a football program alum, current/past parent of a football player or simply passionate about Catholic Central’s football program? 

Join our reinstated Quarterback Club. The purpose of the club is to raise funds designated to our program, to enhance the player experience 

and to increase safety. If you are interested in more information, please email Coach Todd Kolster: toddkolster@grcatholiccentral.org.

Members of the 2014 Girl’s Varsity Baskeball team revel in their Championship wins.

Bringing back Catholic Central’s Quarterback Club
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Comprehensive Campaign update: 
The Right Education Right Downtown 

This past year, Catholic Central High School engaged the services of The Breton Group, a local fund development consulting firm, to 
facilitate a feasibility study designed to assess our ability to have a successful comprehensive campaign. The purpose of this comprehensive 
campaign is to transform the learning experience, address infrastructure issues, and invest in growth. 

In light of the positive conclusions from the feasibility study, the Board of Directors has approved a resolution for recommendation to the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids to move forward with campaign planning immediately. This recommendation has been accepted. Bishop David 
Walkowiak and diocesan staff fully support our plans and consider our effort complementary to the Bishop’s Catholic Schools Initiative—a 
three-year plan focused on increasing enrollment across all 29 diocesan schools. 

The comprehensive campaign will specifically focus on structural learning improvements that will foster innovation, wonder, collaboration, 
creativity, and productivity in our students. Along with learning improvements, the plan includes increased tuition assistance, a teacher 
retention plan, deferred maintenance support, technology enhancements, additional Student Support Services, and updated interior and 
exterior finishes.  

This plan will help ensure future generations benefit from an excellent education grounded in the Catholic tradition. If you are interested 
in supporting this, please see our website on ways to give: http://www.grcatholiccentral.org/giving/ways-to-give/. If you have any immediate 
questions, please contact our Advancement office at 616-233-5861.

All A’s Walk
October 7, 2015

Dominican Celebration
October 24, 2015

Honor the visionary sister’s who both founded, shaped, and guided Catholic Central

Auction with a Twist
March 4, 2016

Start exercising now for waving those paddles often as we come together to raise funds for 

tuition assistance.

Evening of Excellence
April 26, 2016

Celebrate individuals who embraced what it means to be a Cougar and made a difference.

o
Save

Dates

At just six years old, Alex Erickson watched closely as the priest, 

Fr. Donn of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, performed the 

consecration. Although that was 12 years ago, Erickson vividly 

remembers thinking that he too would like to be a priest.

“I thought it would be cool to do the same, and the idea stuck 

with me ever since,” Erickson said.

As he got older, Erickson felt more and more drawn to 

priesthood as a vocation. As an eighth grader, he decided to 

work toward acceptance into the seminary. “The more I studied 

my faith and looked into the priesthood, the more I felt called,” 

Erickson said. “It was also reinforced by numerous retreats, where I 

saw God was confirming my vocation.”

One retreat that stuck with him the most was the 2013 summer 

trip to the Steubenville Youth Conference. While there, Erickson 

had a deep spiritual experience during adoration time. “While 

praying, the thought of the priesthood entered my mind and I 

was filled with an immense sense of joy and began smiling and 

eventually laughing,” Erickson said.

One of Erickson’s spiritual role models, St. Thomas Aquinas, 

had a great love of the Eucharist. Erickson also has a devotion to 

the Eucharist, which he attributes to an experience he often has 

at Mass. “Sometimes at Mass, during the elevation of the host, I 

can see it turn pure white,” said Erickson, who interprets this as 

the bread becoming the body. “This has really helped reinforce my 

devotion to the Eucharist.”

St. Pius X is also a role model for Erickson. He admires his 

courage and evangelization during difficult times.

“In an era where faith was attacked by a lot of people, inside and 

outside the church, Pius had the courage to defend our faith and 

proclaim the truth,” Erickson said.

Erickson said both God and his faith have had an immense 

impact in his life, shaping the person he is today.

“My faith has provided me with guidelines to make decisions in 

my life and has allowed me to help others,” continued Erickson. 

“God has been a guiding light along my life’s path and has been 

there to reassure me whenever I have doubts.”

In February, Erickson received word that his application had 

been approved by St. John Vianney Seminary on the campus of 

the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. “When I got 

accepted, I felt really happy, joy filled, and excited,” Erickson said. 

“My eventual goal is to one day become a Canon Lawyer and be 

able to offer Latin Mass.” 

He also hopes to run his own parish and further spread the faith. 

Please pray for Alex Erickson as he continues his faith journey in 

seminary this fall. 

Answering the call
Sarah Potoczny (‘15), past Blue & White Editor-in-Chief

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Senior Alex Erickson assists Msgr. Louis Stasker at a school Mass by being an 

altar server. Being an altar server helps Erickson to learn more about the vocation 

of the priesthood.
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ADVANCEMENT NEWS

Dr. Len Radecki ’61
Dr. Leonard Radecki graduated from Catholic Central High 
School in 1961, where he met his beautiful wife Carol, also from 
the class of 1961. Len was an active tennis player while at Catholic 
Central and graduated among the top ten students of his class. 
 
Dr. Radecki’s career as a Pediatric Physician led to the eventual 
collaboration with his colleagues to start and grow the Neonatal 
unit at what is now the Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital at 
Spectrum Health’s Butterworth campus. Undoubtedly, his work 
with these most vulnerable infants has helped countless lives 
thrive – to be loved and celebrated. Dr. Radecki’s dedication 
to pediatric medicine has left a beautiful imprint on our 
Grand Rapids community, which makes him one of our most 
distinguished and treasured alumni.  

Dorothy Zoellner ’46
In 1946, Dorothy Zoellner graduated from Catholic Central 
High School and began a life dedicated to enhancing and 
expanding the Catholic faith within our community. As a young 
bride, Dorothy became an active participant at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary parish tirelessly working to establish the IHM 
guilds and support the parish elementary school. Her dedication 
to her family is just as inspiring. The mother to seven wonderful 
children, Dorothy raised them to be faith-filled individuals. 
With her late husband, Tom, Dorothy sent all of her children 
to Catholic Central High School — and now has several 
grandchildren attending.
 
Dorothy remains a passionate Catholic role model as she 
continues to live a life devoted to her family and faith. By her 

Left to Right: Dorothy Zoellner, Dr. Len Radecki, Fred Braun, and Joe Tierney 

Catholic Central packed up and joined the snowbirds in Florida this February. The first Gulf-side Gathering took place on Friday, 
February 13th, 2015 at the Hideaway Beach Club. Sponsored by Barnes & Thornburg LLC and Northern Trust, friends and alumni of 
Catholic Central enjoyed hearing the happenings of the school from Principal, Greg Deja, and Director of Advancement, Beth Banta.

Plans are in the works to return back to Florida once again. Please contact Tressa Brondyke at tressabrondyke@grcatholiccentral.org or 
616-233-5851 if you would like to be updated on our future Florida visits.  

Mardi Gras
Our community celebrated Mardi Gras on Fat Tuesday, February 
17, 2015, in style! 100 guests sipped Cougar Hurricane Punch and 
enjoyed a wonderful menu featuring food from many Catholic 
Central Alumni and friends: 

Applause Catering and Events: Muffaletta

JD Reardon’s Bar & Grille: Cajun crab dip and cajun meatballs

Licari’s Sicilian Kitchen/Lisa (Lomonaco) Licari (’99):  
 Bruschetta spinaci, meatballs, and cannolis

Kitchen Sage/Tommy Fitzgerald (’88): Jambalaya and dirty rice

Catholic Central French Students: Delectable desserts

Catholic Central Spanish Students: Tapas

Vault Catering/Andy Serba (’00): Ragin’ Cajun rice fritters 
 with chipotle sauce
Paul Skrzycki (’73): Pierogies, Polish kielbasa with sauerkraut

The Joe Opera Trio played jazz music with assistance from 
the Catholic Central Jazz Band as guests enjoyed socializing 
and participating in a Dutch raffle. The event was celebrated 
in lieu of hosting our school auction this year. The auction will 
return next year on March 4, 2016! Contact ttressabrondyke@
grcatholiccentral.org  if you are interested in being a member of 
the auction planning committee.

examples and unwavering loyalty to the Catholic Church, IHM, 
and Catholic Central, Dorothy has helped all whose lives she has 
touched to appreciate and realize their own God-given talents. 

Fred Braun ’51 & Joe Tierney ’51
You cannot honor Fred without Joe or Joe without Fred! Since 
graduating from Catholic Central in 1951, Fred Braun and Joe 
Tierney have spent a lifetime sharing their time, talents, and 
passion for the Catholic faith with students and families that 
pass through Catholic Central. Along with the support of several 
friends, Fred and Joe began the Athletic Boosters over thirty 
years ago. Their vision for the Athletic Boosters was to provide 
teams with new equipment, uniforms, and various needs as the 
teams prepared to compete. The program continued to grow 
through the creation of the Cougar Open, an annual golf outing 
to support CC Athletics. They have continued to be active 
members of the Boosters since it began.

Both Fred and Joe are passionate about instilling enthusiasm in 
students about their Catholic faith. They focus their service on 
continuing the faith, which is evident through their commitment 
to their parish and to their families.  Both men have shared 
generations of children and grandchildren with the Catholic 
Central community, and it is clear their contributions will 
positively impact generations to come. 

The Evening of Excellence celebration for 2016 will take place on 
April 26. Three awards will be given: the Distinguished Alumni 
Award, the Dominican Spirit Award and the Lifetime Achievement 
Award. To see descriptions of the awards please visit our website. 
To nominate an award recipient, please email Tressa Brondyke at 
tressabrondyke@grcatholiccentral.org or call 616-233-5851.  

An excellent evening indeed 
A celebration was had by all as we honored four Catholic Central alumni at the fourth annual Evening of Excellence on Tuesday,  
April 21, 2015.  A devotion to our Catholic faith and a lifetime of service is the common thread that ties these honorees together.

CCHS goes South: Florida trip
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The road to an Olympic stadium is, for most American teens, 
only just a dream. However, Catholic Central Alum, Desree 
Ortega-Furgeson (’13), discovered her love for an often over-looked 
sport and is aspiring to compete in the 2020 Olympic Games. 

Furgeson identified her passion for fencing at an early age. She 
was introduced to the sport when she was eight and her skills 
quickly grew from there. By age 13, she qualified for the USA 
Junior Olympic team, and she continued her success by qualifying 
the following three years as well. Furgeson and her parents didn’t let 
success stop there. In high school, Furgeson drove to the east side of 
the state to practice with three-time US Olympian Ann Marsh. She 
competed at Catholic Central and on club teams as well.  

Due to this dedication and tenacity, Furgeson was recruited 
by Penn State University for their fencing team. Desree went 
undefeated her freshmen year. With Furgeson’s help, Penn 
State’s team went on to win the NCAA Division I National 
Championship title in 2014—a career accomplishment Furgeson 
considers her greatest thus far. Furgeson was recognized as one 
of the top three university fencers in the country that year. Her 
stardom with the National Championship team won her a spot on 
the 2015 World University Olympic team where she represented 

the USA in South Korea this July. 
Though Furgeson is a picture of strength and determination as 

a fencer and as an individual, her journey has not come without 
adversity and obstacles: 

“Persuing an Olympic dream is not all about the glamorous 
trips and recognition. Hardships come along and you can’t hide or 
run away from these as an athlete. On the contrary, you must face 
adversity head on and push through,” says Furgeson. “It’s about 
being able to surpass the difficulties life gives you and use those 
difficulties, while relying on your faith, to make you stronger.”

She gives the following advice to aspiring athletes, no matter 
their age: “As athletes, we become perfectionists about what we do.  
Once you start focusing on the things you are doing wrong every 
day, you start to no longer enjoy what you are doing. There needs 
to be a balance between being proud of your accomplishments and 
knowing what you need to work on.” 

Desree is on schedule to qualify for the 2020 Women’s Fencing 
team for the Olympics in Tokyo, Japan. She will graduate from 
Penn State with a degree in Nutrition and Dietetics in 2017 and 
will then participate in a rigorous two-year training program in 
preparation for the summer games.  

From 2010 through 2015* the Foundation for Catholic 
Secondary Education (FCSE) has donated $1,524,420.00 in 
tuition assistance to Catholic Central and West Catholic students. 
Forty three percent (43%) of all students attending Catholic 
Central or West Catholic are receiving some form of tuition 
assistance.

The FCSE has a general endowment valued at $5,809,038.00. 
The foundation pays 4% of the accumulated interest on a three 
year rolling average back to the secondary schools. Based on 
secondary school population, Catholic Central will receive 60% of 
this payment and West Catholic will receive 40% of the payment.

Each scholarship has a criteria established by the donor students 
must meet to be eligible to apply for these scholarships. The dollar 
value of the scholarship varies on an annual basis using the 4% of 
accumulated interest based on a three year rolling basis.

The FCSE currently has nine (9) partially funded scholarships, 
the donor has five (5) years to reach the $25,000.00 endowment 
level, if not reached in the five (5) years’ time frame all monies 
raised will be placed in the general endowment fund. 

If you are interested in establishing a named endowed 
scholarship, please contact Michael Wolfston at the FCSE at 616-
514-6069 or michaelwolfston@grcatholiccentral.org for details. 

Alumnae taking the fencing world by storm  
Desree Ortega-Furgeson (‘13) hoping to achieve her life-long Olympic dream

Named scholarships and tuition assistance  
make a catholic education possible

ALUMNAE SPOTLIGHT

“I use my faith as a 
guidepost in everything 
I do.  As I continue 
to build relationships, 
whether I’m at a 
fencing tournament, 
with friends or in the 
classroom, my faith is a 
part of my daily life.”

FOUNDATION NEWS

*The 2015 figure of $296,000 is an estimated figure. We will have an accurate figure after August 15, 2015 financial statements are received from the Catholic Foundation of 

West Michigan. The 2012 figure of $266,935 included a $20,000 payment to assist the Catholic Secondary Schools with bus transportation and the 2014 figure of $317,177 

included a payment of $20,000 to assist with the one-on-one iPad program.

1. Sr. Robert Ann/Dominican Sister Educational Fund
2. Jon Davidson Memorial Scholarship
3. “Conquering Obstacles” Denny Flak Scholarship
4. Deacon Dale Hollern Scholarship
5. Mary Lynn Kampfschulte Music Scholarship Fund
6. The Eugene “Sam” Kunst memorial Scholarship
7. The Rev. James C. Kowalski Scholarship Fund – CCHS
8. The Joe Lauria Memorial Scholarship
9. William & Karen Lawrence Family Scholarship
10. The Jim & Linda Payne Tuition Assistance Fund
11. The Ed & June Prein Family CCHS Scholarship Fund
12. The Lawrence & Patricia Ranazzi Transfer Scholarship
13. The Reed Family Music Scholarship Fund

14. The Dennis W. Campbell Memorial Scholarship

Fourteen (14) Endowed Named Scholarships 
at Catholic Central
Total Value (6/30/15) = $930,889.00

1. The Richard Boguslaski Science & 
    Engineering Equipment Fund
2. The Msgr. Charles D. Brophy Scholarship
3. The Frank & Mary Hernes Memorial Scholarship
4. The Douglas & Arlene Lillis Scholarship
5. The Lena Allgeier Technology Fund
6. Faculty Enhancement Fund
7. The Reynolds – Elderkin Family Scholarship
8. Francis J. Geary Alumni Scholarship

9. The Reilly Family Scholarship

Nine (9) Shared Endowed Named Scholarships 
for Catholic Central and West Catholic
Total Value (6/30/15)= $712,461.00
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-Desree Ortega-Furgeson (‘13)
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REUNION RECAP UPCOMING REUNIONS / REGIONAL GATHERINGS

Class of 1953
The Class of 1953 had their Annual Florida Mini-Reunion on 
February 22, 2015. Together they shared in brunch at Bird 
Key Yacht Club in Sarasota. Dick and Digger Webster hosted 
a cocktail party prior to the event, which is co-chaired by Sally 
Norton and Digger (Derezinski) Webster. Spouses of the CC 
graduates were in attendance as well.

Class of 1961
The Class of 1961 Annual Winter Party was held at the home 
of Bonnie (Henry) and David Wesorick in Naples, Florida on 
February 20, 2015. 

Class of 1986 
Class of 1986 celebrated their 25th reunion on November 29, 
2014 at the Speak EZ Lounge. Fun was had by all in attendance! 

43

1 2

1. Members of the Class of 1961 enjoying Florida sunshine in February 2015. 

2 and 3. The SpeakEZ Lounge was the setting for the 2014 Class of 1986 reunion. 

4. Members of the Class of 1953: (Front row)Mary Ellen (Grahs) Heffren, Joan 

(Kirkwood) Bowersox, Frank Stanizek, Marylou (Despres) Banazak, Sally (Kroon) 

Norton. (Second Row) Tom Quinn, Mary Anne (Einig) Sabbagh,J im Sowle, Joe Foy, 

Dick Averill, Mike Deeb, Digger (Derezinski) Webster.

We are packing up and taking the Catholic Central spirit on the road! We 
know a lot of you, our wonderful and dedicated alumni, decided to move 
away from Grand Rapids to some other corner of the world. It is our hope 
that you have the opportunity to connect and network with your fellow 
Cougars no matter where you live. To host a regional reception to begin 
or further these connections, please contact Tressa Brondyke via email at 
tressabrondyk@grcatholiccentral.org or by phone at 616-233-5851. 

Regional receptions
Catholic Central goes on the road!

Class of 1956 - 60th reunion luncheon 
Friday, August 19, 2016

12:00 P.M.

Knights of Columbus 
1140 Muskegon Avenue NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

More information will be emailed mid 2016. Contact Charlene 

Permoda Augustyn at cpaugustyn@comcast.net or 616-453-1096.  

Class of 1961
Annual Winter Party will be held at Jim and Joan Zawachi’s condo 
in Siesta Keys, Florida. Invitations will be sent out in the fall. For 
more information if you have not yet attended the part contact Eva 
(Sherman) Blackford at 616-554-1347 or fitzgerale@att.net. 

Class of 1961 – 55th Reunion
Friday, July 8 2016

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. More information to come.

Class of 1975 – 40th Reunion
Friday, November 27, 2015

Cascade Country Club

7:00 pm

Contact: Sara Smolenski at sara.smolenski@kentcountymi.gov

Class of 1966 - 50th Reunion
Wednesday, June 18, 2016

Boulder Creek Golf Club, Belmont, Michigan
A Save the Date message will be sent out. Address, phone and email 
changes can be sent to Linda Zanella Kristensen at lzedk1948@gmail.
com or by calling 616-340-9341.

The Advancement Department maintains alumni records and assists with the planning of Alumni events,  
please contact us at 616-233-5851 or email tressabrondyke@grcatholiccentral.org to have your reunion information  
posted to our website! Also, check the Catholic Central website (grcatholiccentral.org/alumni/upcoming-reunions) for  

updated reunion information that might be received between Alumni News issues.
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1934 

Margaret (Dooley) Novakoski

Charles Joseph Oshinski

1937
Irene (Wojtulewicz) Turows 

1938
Catherine (Hillebrand) Eardley 

1939
Joseph John Dudek 

1940
Katherine (Overkleeft) Barron 

Margaret (Rewa) Heibal 

1941
Edward Arsulowicz

Helen (Staskiewicz) Kadela

Eleanor (Banaszak) Simon

John “Jack” Smith

1942
Leland E. Wilson

1943
Donald Dutmers

Barbara Ann “Bobbie”  

 (Burgstahler) Landis

Norbert Markoski

Micki J. (Kowalczyk) McKay

Hele C. Proos 

Joseph Soboleski

Donna (Denhof) Spruit 

Rosemary J. (Gerke) Winstrom 

1944

Marie (Kothe) Butler 

Helen Jean (O’Malley) Schmiedicke

1945
Raymond Bar 

Geraldine (Mason) Corry

James M. Cran

Mary (Marilou) McLaughlin

MIldred (Schweitzer) Muczynski

Norman J. Schumaker

Jeanna (Roossien) Sypniewski

Helen (Schotten) Toczydlowski 

Frederick “Tom” Witte 

1946
Thomas Farrell

Eleanore F. Karston 

Esther D. (Walenziak) Mooney

 

1947
Elizabeth (Polack) Bouchard

Ron Kozlowski 

Mary (Pine) Simonait 

Joan Szotko

Roy A. Phillips

1948
Donna Jean (Slattery) Avery

Patricia Ann (Norkus) DeSmit

John F. Farmer

Eugene A. Gallmeier 

Patricia (VanderLaan) Kammers

Richard F. Krzykwa

Rosemary (Czachorski) Martin

Norbert C. Wrubel

1949
Donald L. Davis

William “Bill” Groskopf 

Joseph Maksymowski 

Richard Ostrowski 

1950
James Kubiak

Barbara Rutka

Eugene Woroniecki 

Robert Kelly

James Joseph Backowski

1951
Barbara (Malec) Brochu

Eleanore (DeLonais) Mahoney

Gertrude Newland

Terence Paul Everhart 

1952
Evelyn (Trowski) Bartosiewicz 

Bernadine (Routsaw) Clay

Sister Mary Ann Cudzanowski OP

Carolyn (O’Connor) Doody

Shirley Anne Keyes

Margaret “Margie” (Pietrowicz) 

Spielmaker

1953
James N. Benzer

Robert Douglas “Doug” Budzynski 

James Hickey

JoAnn (Palczewski-Howell) House

Shirley Ann Kryger

Richard Rempalski 

1954
Raymond J. Buchanan 

John “Jack” Kenny III

Rose Mary (Attala) Salik

Herman P. VandenBerg

Richard Wojciuch

Richard Woodrick

1955
Russell Bart

Joan (Jankowski) Boomgaard

Mary Ann Frenzer

James Iacovoni

Robert Krivka

Jack B. Kudlack

Donald Gene Lehman

Arlene (Zych) Timmers

Charles Vogt 

1956
Theodore Findlay 

Dennis “Denny” Piechocki

Virginia “Ginny” Zeboor

1957
Theresa R. Anacona

Thomas M. Jirous 

1958
Sandra Mellema 

1959
Gerald Huey

IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

1960
Jerome Kurylo

Carol (Chatterson) Maka

France “Kay” Shanahan

1961 

David Curley

Ronald Lewkowski

Judith (DelRaso) Moler

Ronald Sacha

William Spaulding 

1962
John Ball

James DeBoer Sr. 

1963
Richard Cunningham

Mary (Dause) Dewey

Mary Jane (Sobczak) O’Shinski

1964
Mary (Zielnski Nausadis) Bauw

Theodore Coffey

Brian Flanagan

1965
Ronald Weidenfeller

1966
Kenneth Lee Amidon

Fredrick Roslanic

1967
Phillip Zimmerman

1968
Joseph Maloney

1969
Carol (Roslanic) Cady

Randall Kriscunas

Carol (Lewis) Swartz

Michael Healy

1970
Roy Diaz

1973
Santiago “Jim” Pequeno Jr. 

1975
Timothy Amyx 

1982
John Fitzpatrick

1985
Laura Fitzgerald

1993
Elizabeth (Larsen) Russel

2004
Robert “Rob” Rosenbach

May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
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CLASS NOTES

Athletic Events Manager for the Sturrus Sports & Fitness Center/
Alksnis Athletic & Recreation Building at Aquinas College, she 
worked at the Visser Family YMCA for four years.

Mike Skukalek (‘02) earned his Business Administration and 
Accounting degree from Aquinas College (‘07). He played 
basketball throughout college. He worked eight years as an Auditor 
at Crowe Horwath and is now the CFO at 616 Development. 
Mike married Annie (see above) in 2011 and have a child, Tyler 
Michael, born February 2015. They reside in Caledonia

2010s 
Patrick Buck (’11) graduated from Albion College in Albion, 
Michigan this May. He is graduating with a 4.00 GPA. In the fall, 
Patrick will begin graduate school as a first-year Ph.D student at 
Michigan State University. He will be working towards a Ph.D 
in History, with intentions of becoming a college professor after 
his graduation from Michigan State. Patrick states, “The excellent 
education I received at Catholic Central High School absolutely 
prepared me to do so well academically in college.” 

CLASS NOTES

1990s
Correction: Stephanie (Vesbit) Bursley (’91) has been a 
Radiographer at Spectrum Healthy for 18 years.

Jeff Duba (’95) married Erin O’Lonergan in August of 2011 
and together they have two children, two year old Analise 
and newborn Brigid. Jeff Duba is “Captain” of Duba & Co.: 
Merchants of Heritage Meats (www.dubaandcompany.com). 

Matthew Schmuker (’96) owns a successful landscape design/
build firm in Grand Rapids called Apex Landscape (www.
apexlandscapemi.com). Matthew also founded and directs a 90 
person multisport team in West Michigan, called Team Apex 
Multisport (www.teamapexmultisport.com). He is married with 
two sons, living in the Cascade area.

Congratulations to Joseph Ysasi (’97) on his new position 
as Sales Director at Mining Western Hemisphere at WireCo 
WorldGroup

Chris Wessely (’98) is married with four children. He is the 
founders and CEO of the Sport & Social Club:  
www.sportandsocialclub.net

2000s
Tara (Hickey) Jones (’00) is happily married to her husband, 
Jeremiah Jones. Tara and Jeremiah have been blessed with their 
son, Maxwell, who is one year old. 

Todd Dalson (’01) received his Master of 
Science degree in criminal justice, Michigan 
State University (’15). Bachelor of Arts degree 
in psychology, Aquinas College (’11). Associate 
of Arts degree in liberal arts, Grand Rapids 
Community College (’04). After starting at 
Home Depot in Grand Rapids in 2002, Todd 

has been a manager since 2007 and is responsible for recruiting, 
training, and management. 

Annie (Szczepanek) Skukalek 
(’02) graduated from Grand Rapids 
Community College (’04) and then 
Aquinas College (’06) with a Kinesiology 
degree; she played softball at both schools. 
Prior to becoming the Facility and 

ONCE A COUGAR
ALWAYS A COUGAR 

We welcome news of accomplishments or changes in your 

professional or personal life for inclusion in Class Notes. 

Please include: Your Name (at graduation and present); Class 

Year; Email Address; Current Address/Phone (if new)

Submissions are edited for space, clarity and adherence to the 

style and tone of the magazine. Please send all submissions 

to cchscommunications@grcatholiccentral.org.

Please send all Class Notes submissions to 

cchscommunications@grcatholiccentral.org.

1950s
Timothy J. Huyge (’59) retired in 2006 after 40 years as a 
professional pilot with 22,500 plus hours in the air. He is 
married to Mary (Bussler) Huyge (’62). In August of 2014, 
they sold their home of 40 years and bought a condo in Dutton, 
Michigan. The happily spend their winters in Orange Beach, 
Alabama. “Now we’re living the dream!

1960s
Dr. Len Radeck (’61) received the Emeritus Achievement Award 
in Medicine of the Distinguished Physician Society in which he 
attained national prominence in the Neonatal Specialty. He was 
honored by Spectrum Health in June 2014.

Bonnie (Henry) Wesorick (’61) received the Sister John Francis 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Nursing at the 50th 
nursing reunion of Holy Cross Nursing School in South Bend, 
Indiana on August 2, 2014.

Tom Thrall (‘61) lives in Madison, Wisconsin where he 
retired from his career in conservation with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. Now Tom is doing consulting 
work and a lot of fly fishing. 

Christine (Poterack) Johnston (’63) has been married to 
Joseph Johnston for 48 years. Together, they have three sons 
and daughter-in-laws. They are happy grandparents to seven 
grandchildren ranging from 1.5 –16 years old. 

Tom Roest (’63 and ‘76) passed away February 20, 2015 after a 
valiant fight with Alzheimer’s. Tom married Michel Cleaves, class 
of 1963, and had 4 children Anthony, Lisa, Brian, and Michael. 
Tom worked 30 years for GM after serving 5 years in the US 
Navy. Tom left school his junior year and served during the 
Vietnam War, always regretting not receiving his diploma with 
his class and graduating from Catholic Central. Tom got a GED 
through the Navy, but a diploma from CC was his goal. He 
contacted CC and explained his dream so they set up a program 
for him on the classes he needed to complete. Tom received his 
diploma from Catholic Central with much pride. He was the 
first adult to get his diploma from CC. Tom and Michel have six 
grandchildren, four of which will be in college next year and two 
in high school. He will be sadly missed by his family.

Dee Clingman (’67) is currently living in 
Portland, Oregon and works in Human 
Resources at The Port of Portland. 

MaryKay Ebert (’67) has retired and living in Texas. She is 
enjoying traveling with her spouse, Rick. Their most recent trip has 
been to New Zealand and Australia for 5 weeks. Her family consists 
of Brook who is 36 years old, Hillary who is 34 years, and Chase 
who is 29. She has one grandchild, Everett, who is two years-old.
 
Ed Plese (’68) is a retired Major Army Nurse Corp. Currently 
working at Truman Medical Center Behavioral Health On the 
Assertive Community Treatment Team. He resides in Overland 
Park Kansas. Ed is a proud KU Jayhawk fan.

After 35 years in TV, motion pictures, and stage production, 
Gerard Kaman (’69) is starting to kick back in Hawaii. Check 
out his blog, hellosurfnme.tumblr.com. He says: “Mahalo (thank 
you) to all my fellow classmates.”

Deb Bek Moore (’69) enjoys helping people record and preserve 
their life stories in book form. She is also co-archivist of the CC-
WC Archives and always eager to accept donations of memorabilia 
on its behalf. Deb can be contacted at memoirs51@gmail.com and 
also through her website: TheStoriesOfYourLife.com. 

1980s
John Fitzgerald (’81) has been promoted to the rank of Deputy 
Chief of Police with the Southfield, MI Police Department. 
He is now the Patrol Division Commander which includes the 
Training and Support Operations Sections of the department.

Josh Cole (’86) has expanded his national 
role within Crowe Horwath LLP, one of the 
largest public accounting, consulting and 
technology firms in the United States. He has 
been appointed the managing principal of 
the firm’s national Performance Consulting 

services, which provides specialized consulting services and 
solutions to many industries, including healthcare, government, 
financial services and manufacturing. He remains active 
volunteering with youth groups and coaching youth athletics. 
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