
FAQ’s about Dual Enrollment through Aquinas College at Catholic Central High School 

 

What are the benefits of taking a college-level course while in high school? 

The Aquinas courses are taught by college professors, following a college curriculum, so these are truly 

college-level learning experiences.  Early college experience can help students explore interests they may 

pursue in post-high school programs and may inform career choices, and the caliber of the learning 

environment will help prepare students for a successful first-year college experience.  

Another benefit of taking on-campus Aquinas courses is that students enrolled in these courses enjoy 

opportunities extended to traditional Aquinas students, including access to Aquinas sporting events, their 

library and support services.  

What courses are offered at Catholic Central? 

We are expanding our dual enrollment program to four course offerings in the 2017-18 school year: 

● Fall 2017  

o PS150 World in Crisis (3 credits) – Taught by Dr. Roger Durham, this Political Science course 

studies the dynamics of global interaction and international relations and helps students 

develop a basic understanding of the international system and modes of conflict and 

cooperation in international problem areas, human rights, armed conflict, poverty, 

environmental impact, religious confrontation, and diplomacy.  This course  fulfills 

requirements in the Political Science/Sociology/ Communication/Women’s Studies and 

Global Perspectives categories of the Aquinas College General Education Plan.  

o BS200 Fundamentals of Organizations for the Non-Major (3 credits) -  Taught by Professor 

Mark O’Toole, this course provides an overview of the functions of management, marketing, 

accounting, finance, and economics.  Business principles, concepts, theories, and terms, 

together with ethics and values, are examined both academically and experientially.  

● Spring 2018 

o CN101 Introduction to Communication  (3 credits) – Taught by Professor Lisa Northouse, 

this course studies the theory and methods of intrapersonal, interpersonal, small group, 

organizational, public, intercultural, and mass communication, and fulfills a requirement in 

the Political Science/Sociology/ Communication/Women’s Studies category of the Aquinas 

College General Education Plan.  

o SB110 Introduction to Business and Sustainability (3 credits) – Taught by Professor Deb 

Steketee, this course focuses on sustainability’s imperatives which are reshaping the 

approaches and concerns of business as well as the ways in which business serves society. 

Using the lens of sustainability, this course explores business' impact and strategic responses 

to compelling and complex issues such as climate change, biodiversity loss, water depletion, 

"toxification" of the environment, social equity, and others.  The learning approach includes 

lectures, class discussions, group work, guest speakers and occasional field trips.  

 



Who may take these courses?  

The Aquinas courses are offered to CCHS juniors and seniors, who may take one or both courses each 

semester.   These courses may be attended by non-CCHS Aquinas students, but only after CCHS student 

registration and following a standard background check.  As always, your needs will guide these decisions.  

How much will the dual enrollment courses cost? 

CCHS students are responsible to pay the difference between the Aquinas College reduced-rate tuition 

($249 per credit hour/$747 per 3-credit course) and the Michigan Department of Education allotment for 

dual enrollment.  Last year that difference amounted to $137 per course.  Students are also responsible to 

purchase books and materials required for Aquinas courses.  Aquinas will provide information on required 

books and materials, and if available, information on reduced-cost, used books.  Aquinas will also keep cost 

in mind when choosing textbooks for dual enrollment courses at CCHS.  However, that cost may vary for 

each course.  

Where are these classes held? 

This College-on-Campus program allows students to earn college credits in a Catholic learning environment 

without the time and expense required for transportation off campus.  The classes are held on our campus 

during the school day.  

Where do students go when not in the Aquinas class on Wednesdays and Thursdays? 

When Aquinas classes do not meet, students enrolled in the Aquinas courses will utilize this time to study in 

the cafeteria.   Students are required to follow CCHS rules and policies at all times and may not leave the 

campus without parent permission communicated to the Main Office.  

How will grades and attendance be communicated? 

Aquinas College will utilize their own programs to share course material and communicate grades to 

students; Aquinas does not use Moodle or Infinite Campus.  For parents to access grades, students will need 

to share their sign-in information with parents.  

Will credits earned for these courses transfer to other colleges? 

Registration in Aquinas Dual Enrollment courses will begin a student’s college transcript.  Aquinas College is 

a participant in the Michigan Transfer Agreement, which is designed to facilitate student transfer from one 

Michigan college or university to another.  While many Michigan colleges and universities honor the MTA, 

some participate in a more limited manner. Students should check with the receiving institution regarding 

their transfer policies.  More information about MTA is available at 

https://www.aquinas.edu/academic-affairs/michigan-transfer-agreement or by calling the Aquinas College 

Registrar/Academic Advising office at (616) 632-2866.  

How do students apply? 

https://www.aquinas.edu/academic-affairs/michigan-transfer-agreement


Students interested in applying should contact their Guidance counselor to learn more about the application 

requirements and timeline.  Aquinas applications are available online at: 

https://aquinas.my-online-app.com/.  

https://aquinas.my-online-app.com/

