
 
 
Transforming the Learning Experience through The Greatest Gift campaign. 
  
 Updated buildings are fantastic, but Catholic Central is changing how we function in those 
buildings.  The Greatest Gift campaign originated with the desire to create a campus that 
embraces 21st-century learning methods with emphasis on choice, collaboration, and 
technology integration. 
Imagine an office environment from 1950.  What do you see?  Row upon row of desks, with 
solitary people working at each one.  But walk into any contemporary office building, and you’ll 
find the antithesis of that picture!  Today’s work is about teams and projects, mobility and 
flexibility.  There’s constant movement, flux, and change.  No one sits still, and no one works 
alone all day. 
  
At Catholic Central, we’re teaching in a building that supports the 20th-century paradigm 
education. That’s not appealing to students, potential students, or to employers.  School 
districts around the country are conceding that traditional K-12 learning practices — the classic 
classroom with the teacher lecturing — aren’t always effective, and are leaving too many 
students unprepared for college or the increasingly competitive workplace. Catholic Central 
must change that paradigm to thrive, grow, and prepare students for the future. 
  
As a result of The Greatest Gift campaign, we are changing how we teach, learn, and interact 
with each other on a daily basis.  And it begins with our new schedule to be implemented in the 
2018-19 school year.  Here are some of its components: 
Fewer Transitions: 
The schedule was designed with research-based principles in mind. For instance, multiple 
sources indicate that when a student moves from class to class, there is an average transition 
time of 12-13 minutes per class for a student to arrive, settle in, get ready to learn, and then 
prepare to leave class. Limiting the number of transitions, which also reduces passing time, 
adds more than 60 minutes of more effective time to each day. 
Fewer Classes per Day: 
Limiting the number of classes that meet each day has advantages as well. Reducing the 
frequency of needing to “change hats” reduces stress and increases learning. The same is true 
for the evening, as well as the school day. If a student currently has homework in 6-7 courses 
per night, that number will likely drop to 4-5. The amount of total work might remain the same, 
but not needing to “shift gears” as frequently will help focus and learning. 
Benefits of Rotating Classes: 
The effects of rotating when classes meet have been well studied. Not surprisingly, individual 
students and teachers naturally have different “sweet spots” in their days when they are more 
able to be engaged, or be engaging. Rotating the daily schedule helps to ensure that each 
student and each teacher can experience those times in every course. Additionally, sports 



teams, especially in the spring, often need to leave early for competition. Rotating the last 
period keeps students from missing the same class. 
Longer Class Periods Provide Opportunities for Varied Learning: 
The length of class periods has been an often-debated issue, and a tremendous variety of 
options exist for study. We have chosen to have each course meet six times over a two-week 
(10 days) cycle, with one of the periods being greater in length than the others. This permits 
continuity of contact while at the same time providing opportunities for more varied 
pedagogical techniques that work well for long periods. 
Incorporating Non-Teaching Time: 
One of the most important features of the new schedule is incorporating non-teaching time 
into its structure. Currently, about one-quarter of Catholic Central’s school days are special 
schedules with shortened classes. The reasons for these schedules (e.g., masses, assemblies, 
testing) are important and the new schedule will include these events without needing to 
shorten class periods. 
More Flexibility: 
With Catholic Central’s new schedule, our students will have the benefit of a more flexible 
schedule, the option for in-depth learning, and the opportunity to learn to make good use of 
their time – all in a less hectic, less stressful environment. 
  
The new schedule provides increased time for: 
•    Chapel 
•    Class & Club meetings 
•    Snacks & stretching one’s legs 
•    Student & teacher collaboration 
•    Counseling services 
•    College and career planning 
•    Volunteerism 
•    Special seminars or guest speakers 
•    In-depth study 
•    Balance and wellbeing 
  
 
Through The Greatest Gift campaign, we are taking bold steps of faith to sustain our legacy and 
remain a prominent and inclusive Catholic school for decades to come. Your gift helps make 
that future a possibility. You can read our case for support for more information, visit the 
campaign website for videos and more, or give now.   
  
Go Cougars! 
  
 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57b9f647be6594880d28a155/t/58bcb09a8419c2e3d2c6fb6b/1488761001839/GRCC-CaseforSupport-2017.pdf
http://givethegreatest.gift/
http://givethegreatest.gift/ways-to-give/

