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What is the High School Placement Test (HSPT)? 
Students applying for admission to Catholic Central High School must take the High School Placement Test 
(HSPT). This test is designed to provide high schools with information that will identify the academic abilities of 
incoming students, both as individuals and as a group. The results of this test, along with information from 8th 
grade teachers and current report cards, help us place students in academic courses most appropriate to their level 
of achievement. Each year, test results are also sent to parents.  
 
Why is the HSPT necessary? 
Much like colleges use the ACT or SAT, Catholic Central High School relies on the results of the HSPT to 
provide a common platform to assess ability levels.  We attract students each year from over a dozen schools, 
many of them having unique ways of representing achievement.  To provide just two examples, schools differ in 
grading scales (7pt vs. 10pt) and the structure of their report cards (traditional letter grades, standards based 
proficiency, numerical weights, etc), making it difficult for Catholic Central to interpret many variables.  The 
HSPT provides a valid and reliable assessment to initiate their educational paths at CC. 

What does the test measure? 
The test measures the following cognitive and basic skills areas: verbal and quantitative skills, reading, 
mathematics, science and language. The HSPT is an aptitude test, emphasizing thinking over knowing.  Studying 
in moderation is encouraged, but the HSPT should not elicit undue stress.   

How do I interpret the results?   
After the test, you will receive a Performance Profile, which outlines the topics tested in reading, math and 
language and shows local and national percentile scores. 

• The local percentile compares your student's scores with those of students from Grand Rapids Catholic 
Secondary Schools.  

• The national percentile compares your student's scores with scores of those students applying for 
admission to private, Catholic and independent schools across the country. 

The GRCSS Science score is also reported with the HSPT results. Science course placement is also made with 
consideration of HSPT reading, math, and language scores. 

Where does my child take the test and what will s/he need? 

  

   
 
Can my child receive extended time for the HSPT? 
Students who currently have an accommodations plan supported by a Special Education or clinical assessment 
within the last three years may be approved for extended time (1.5x) testing.  Advanced registration for the HSPT 
is required for students requesting this testing accommodation.    

The HSPT is administered by Catholic Central High School on a Saturday in January. Please check our website for 
detailed dates, time, and location. Students attending a Catholic Central partner school will be tested in their home 
school on a date arranged by their administration. On the day of the test, please bring two (2) sharpened #2 pencils 
with you to the test. Please note that calculators will not be allowed. There is a testing fee of $20. Please fill out the
test registration form, include a check for the testing fee made payable to Catholic Central High School. Students 
who meet the guidelines for Free/Reduced Lunch are not required to pay the testing fee. Please indicate Free/Reduced 
Lunch on your testing registration form. If the date of the test is in conflict with your schedule, please call Jackie Stetson
Admissions Director, at 616-233-5802.


